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 Assessment Option One 
Double Entry Journal 

 
Task: Students will submit 20-25 quotes or passages from the text. Students will respond to each quote or passage by writing
a 3-5 sentence reflection. As you read, keep a record of your reflections in a double-entry journal. A double-entry journal is a 
two-columned notebook entry. The left side is for recording your quotes/passages. The right column is for your personal 
follow-ups and reflections based on each quote or passage you selected. Each entry must include a page number as a reference. 
Your responses should be analytical and critical (look for the deeper meaning). Do not simply record general observations 
or summaries. This is an exercise in thinking and writing reflectively and analytically about the text.  
 
Examples of responses: 
• a description of why this quotation is important or relevant to you 
• an inference about the writer’s life or culture from the text 
• a comment on the effect of the structure of the text (that is, the way 
the story is told) 
• analysis on the effect of diction (word choice) made by the author 
• an inference about the speaker in the text (the speaker is frequently not 
the author) 
• a comment on the traits of a character or the growth of a character 
• an idea or universal truths found in the text 
• a thought on the message or theme that the author is trying to convey 
• a reason for agreeing or disagreeing with the author 
• a comparison and/or contrast of a passage with another book or character 
• a prediction based on evidence from the text 
• a question generated as a result of reading 
• an explanation of a positive or negative personal reaction 
• an evaluation of the tone in the text 
• an observation of figurative language or imagery and its effects 
• new and unknown vocabulary, followed by definitions that you have found 
 

 


